





















　This paper discusses the meanings of issues that have risen from the concept of
“compact city”. The former part of the paper considers the background to how the
concept has emerged in western European countries. It has been established as
a key concept of urban policies since 1990s in response to the escalation of global
environment problems and increase of conﬂict in the new phase of globalization.
The concept includes different meanings from the model of“Garden City”or
“Neighborhood Unit”which assumed major roles in urban policies in the 20th
century. The latter part examines the current compact city policy in Japan, where
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